
IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS 
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Good morning again! Last week we celebrated our ten-year (plus two month) 

anniversary. As we did, we found some appropriate advice to us from the 

lectionary cycle; then, as now, in this 10
th

 chapter of Matthew’s gospel, which 

spans three weeks of commissioning, instructions, advice, warnings, and 

assurances for doing the work of the gospel. Given the warnings of the dangers and 

challenges thrown at disciples of Jesus, our final reading this week from Chapter 

10 is actually kind of encouraging, as it speaks to hospitality offered to those and 

by those who serve in Jesus’ name. 

Perhaps the surprise here is that after Jesus speaks to his disciples about the 

responsibilities and perils of discipleship, he now shifts the emphasis on to how the 

disciples should be treated, as an extension of the way people would welcome 

Jesus himself.  And perhaps the best and simplest takeaway from all of this is that a 

simple act of kindness does not go unnoticed.  For one thing, Jesus says, God will 

notice and those who practice the hospitality of even giving a cup of cold water 

will know their reward. Besides the feeling of knowing we are doing good for 

someone else, we cannot begin to realize how one simple act of kindness can 

reframe a person’s whole day, shape their mood, maybe even save their life. There 

are stories and legends that tell of how one such act prevented some horrible 

outcome.  But in truth, I suspect that each one of us knows at least one good thing 

someone did for us that made our day better; or perhaps even reshaped our life. 

That is the true grace of an act of hospitality. 

In the church we like to talk about hospitality.  It’s a less threatening word than 

“evangelism,” and both speak of the church’s ministry of welcome, as well as how 

we build up the body of Christ.  Specifically, how do we welcome people and, do 

we do the kinds of things that make them want to come back? 

We try to think about how we can best present or perhaps even “rebrand” ourselves 

to be more appealing to guests. Good parking lot, nice nursery, convenient 

bathrooms, and in many places, projection screens.  All trying to appeal, to show 

we have what people want.  But in the last analysis, it doesn’t matter what we 

change or try: if we’re not authentic in our worship, in sharing our faith, and in our 

welcoming those who join us on the journey, no amount of technology or 

innovation will grab people and keep them coming back.  

Of course, we should constantly be asking ourselves what we do well and what we 

can do better—as Emmanuel Church and as children of God and individual 
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members of the body of Christ. Are we doing good? Are we living out the gospel? 

Are we acting like disciples of Jesus? 

Discipleship and even acts of kindness do not have to be dramatic or heroic. As 

Jesus reminds us [and Dr. David Lose puts so well into words]: “in the kingdom of 

God, there is no small gesture when done in faith. Each and every act of kindness 

and generosity has an impact well beyond what you’d imagined.” [www.davidlose.net: 

“In the Meantime,” for July 2, 2017] 

Which is to say that ordinary, everyday actions of regular folks are interactions that 

truly count; for they rely on no special skills beyond kindness and allowing the 

teachings of Jesus to shape the way we live and the way we treat others. Colin 

Yuckman at Duke Divinity School writes:  

The divine mission is as much about the unnamed people who provide 

a thirsty servant a cold drink of water as the familiar names that dot 

the pages of church histories. In fact, within the New Testament, we 

only have one narrative account of the church’s mission—the book of 

Acts—and in it we encounter many such “minor” characters. They 

are minor only in the sense that their contributions to God’s mission 

surely surpass the “air time” they receive: people like Ananias (the 

good one!), Simon the Tanner, Cornelius, Lydia, Priscilla/Aquila, 

Sergius Paulus, and so on. Their hospitality and social connections 

were decisive for the spread of the Christian “Way.”  

 [Colin Yuckman, PhD candidate at Duke Divinity School, in workingpreacher.org for 07-02-17] 

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: What you do makes a difference.  It’s a 

busy week in the OBX, and a lot of people are here for the holiday weekend.  This 

is not a “Fourth of July” sermon, nor is my primary aim to tell you how to be a 

good citizen in a nation that is celebrating 241 years of independence; yet there is 

something to be said for kindness, hospitality, generosity, humility, and all the 

other things Jesus taught us about how to live together. Jesus gave us a model for 

living together as God’s people which, I’m pretty sure will also serve well in 

guiding us as citizens of this nation. While these are not always the values lifted up 

(or modeled) by politicians and leaders, they will show us a better way. Our 

mission is not about converting the masses as much as it is about showing them 

what followers of Jesus are like.  And, following the Good News we’ve received, 

we are called to treat others with the same unselfish love that allowed God to 

become human, to be vulnerable, to be in relationship with his creation, and to 

redeem those God loves. This is the work of the gospel that is needed this day, the 

opportunity to be the co-workers in the faith that Jesus calls us to be, and the honor 

to know that, even in the simplest of acts, we are making Christ known. 
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Consider this to be your recommissioning as servants of the Gospel. You have 

been set apart to live and serve—in your words and actions, in your daily work, in 

your interactions with others, and even in the joy of your leisure time. 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, you have blessed each of us with unique gifts, and you 

have called us into specific occupations, relationships, and activities 

using these gifts. Enable us to use our talents to witness to our faith in 

you and to communicate your love to the people we meet each day. 

Empower us to be ministers of your reconciliation, love, hope, and 

justice. Keep us steadfast in our commitment to serve actively in your 

name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

[from Affirmation of the Vocation of Christians in the World, Occasional Services, 1982, p. 148]. 

 


